I0                    KNOWLEDGE OF THE ATLANTIC OCEAN
E. 122. sofa. Ledger, 8-9 Hen. VII.
[I493-] TIie bark called the Michae1' Robert GeSe master, sailed for Island on this day [May 8].
[I493-] Tiie bark called tne Barbara John Pembroke master, came from Island the XVth day of September.1
Here first printed.
NO. 3.   THE SPHERE AND THE WESTWARD PASSAGE TO ASIA From Imago Mundi, by Cardinal Pierre d'Ailly, written c. 1410, printed c. 1487.
The Eighth Chapter, Of the extent of the Earth that is habitable.
For the investigation of the extent of the habitation of the earth it must be understood that habitation is considered in two ways. In one way in respect of climate, or how much is habitable by reason of the sun's heat and how much is not, and of this we have spoken generally above. In another way it may be considered in respect of water, or to what extent it is hindered by water; and of this we are now to consider. Concerning which matter the opinions of the wise are varied. For Ptolemy in his book of the disposition of the sphere holds that about a sixth part of the earth is habitable with respect to water, and all the remainder is covered by water. And also in the second book of the Almagest it states that habitation is known in only a quarter of the earth, or that in which we live, whose length is from the east to the west and is half that of the equator, and its breadth is from the equator to the pole and is a fourth of the great circle. But Aristotle in the end of his book of the sky and the earth has it that more than a quarter may be inhabited. And Averroes confirms this. And Aristotle says that the sea is little between the farthest bound of Spain from the east and the nearest of India from the west. And he does not speak of the nearer Spain that is now commonly called Spain, but of the farther Spain that is now named Africa, of which certain authors speak, such as Pliny, Orosius and Isidore. Moreover Seneca in the fifth book of the things of nature says that this sea is navigable in a few days if the wind be favourable. And Pliny teaches in the second book on natural things that it is navigated from the Arabian Gulf to the Herculean Gades
1 The above are examples of a larger number of entries relating to Bristol trade with Iceland. There is no possibility of confusion with Ireland, for that country is always given as Hibernia. The customs records are incomplete for Edward IV and become merely fragmentary for Henry VII.